Dermatological Section 151 areata examined by the Wassermann test, but this was the only instance in which a positive result had been obtained. He was inclined to think that it would be better to call the condition alopecia areata in a syphilitic subject rather than alopecia syphilitica.
By ARTHUR SHILLITOE, F.R.C.S. THE patient, a native of India, and aged 36, stated that the condition of the toe-nails started in the right big toe when he was in Europe in 1898. During the years 1900 to 1907 he appeared to have had a good deal of malaria. In 1901, and again in 1910, the skin of palms, soles and insteps peeled off with an intense burning sensation, the eruption on each occasion starting in large rings.
In February of the present year he was informed that he undoubtedly had syphilis, and was treated for about six weeks with mercury ionization, and again from April 8 to the end of the month. He was badly salivated without any amelioration of the condition of the insteps or nails. He never, so far as he knows, had a chancre.
July 1: All the toe-nails are affected, being brittle, friable, and of a dirty grey colour, together with some peeling of the skin of the insteps.
No mercury having been administered since the end of April, Mr. McDonagh was asked to make a Wassermann blood test. The result was negative, and in addition he took scrapings of the nails, and later sent the following report:-"Examinations of nail scrapings with KOH showed an endothrix ringworm. Attempts at cultivating the same failed, and only Penicillium glaucum grew in two tubes on glucose agar."
There has been considerable improvement under treatment.
Mr. McDONAGH said he obtained the fungus from scraping the nail of the big toe. There had been patches in the groin. The patch on the hand came subsequently to that on the feet. For treatment, after the scraping, linimentum iodi and 20 per cent. caustic potash (aeq. partes) were applied.
